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The Prime Minister’s lecture commemorating ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute’s 50th anniversary was
held on 13 March 2018 at Orchard Hotel. The event was attended by Minister for Foreign Affairs
Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other governmental
agencies, members of the diplomatic corps, as well as students from schools across Singapore.
Prime Minister Lee discussed the importance of ASEAN and how diplomacy and mutual
understanding amongst the members of ASEAN is key in helping each member to think
regionally rather than nationally. Through elaborating on ASEAN’s history, he stated how ISEAS
as a research institute, formed around the time that ASEAN was, has played a vital role in
providing research on South East Asia. Moving into the 21st century, ASEAN has begun to face
new challenges, hence Mr Lee talked about how ASEAN has to work actively to maintain its
centrality and remain relevant.
He discussed how ASEAN governments not only have to focus on domestic needs but also
invest in ASEAN projects. To end off, Mr Lee talked about how we should work together as one
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nation to gather knowledge on South East Asia and ASEAN in order to get along well with our
neighbouring countries. ISEAS can play a key role in fostering understanding between
Singapore, the ASEAN partners and the rest of the world in this aspect by enriching our
collective knowledge of the region.
Lastly, Mr Lee held a dialogue with the audience, moderated by Professor Tommy Koh,
Ambassador-at-Large, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. There were several questions on ASEAN,
Singapore’s relationship with global powers and Singapore’s priorities as it takes up the role of
coordinator for the ASEAN-EU dialogue relations, the Belt and Road Initiative and the IndoPacific concept.
Leading up to this event, we were involved in the Archaeology programme for students run by
the archaeology department of ISEAS as part of TJC’s WOW programme for IP5 students. We
spent January at the ISEAS Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre working on artefacts that were uncovered
from the Emperor Place and Pulau Ubin excavation sites. We engaged in the post excavation
process where we were introduced to archaeological techniques namely cleaning, sorting,
cataloging and archiving. Our mentor, Mr Michael Ng, and other staff of the archeological unit
shared their different experiences in the field which also helped to debunk some of the

misconceptions we had.
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During Prime Minister Lee’s tour of the exhibits, we had the privilege to help introduce the
archaeology unit alongside Mr Aaron Kao. We shared our experience during the archaeology
programme coordinated by ISEAS and talked about our learning points which included some of

the hard and soft skills we learnt with respect to archaeology.

In conclusion, the Prime Minister’s lecture commemorating ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute’s 50th
anniversary gave us the opportunity to learn more about ASEAN and some of the plans in store
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for its future development. We also got the chance to impart our knowledge about archaeology

to Prime Minister Lee which was a great honour.

TEMASEK PRESS

4

