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On watching the literature showcase:
As an audience member, watching the Shakespearean scenes that we had studied so
hard in class come to life was exciting. The themes and the emotions that we had learnt so
passionately about had been portrayed by our classmates in varying adaptations and with
different twists to the initial plot, all of which were fantastic tributes to the play. The different ways
in which the original script was adapted to fit more modern contexts were clever and insightful,
and it was thrilling to witness the different paths that each group took with their scene. For
instance, one group had adapted a scene to create the story of the two star-crossed lovers being
separated because of racial discrimination, changing the name “Romeo” to “Ramesh” for added
effect!

However, it was not only the variations of the original play that were exciting but also the
different areas that were chosen around the school to portray them. The school is filled with great
spots that have an ability to create the visual impact that the various scenes required. Even the
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most unexpected areas were used, and the audience had a great time huddling together in
obscure places around TJC to watch the actors move about their make-shift stage. For instance,
the library was used to recreate the scene in the play where Romeo and Juliet die, the ambiance
in the dark and eerie library creating the perfect vault. In fact, the famous balcony scene from the
play was portrayed at the swings outside of the cafe, with the pathway on the grass being used to
separate Romeo and Juliet and showing the distance between them on the set, a symbolic tribute
to their forbidden love. Another group even used the area near the fountain outside of the
General Office to recreate a fight scene between the many characters in the play, Mercutio,
Romeo, and Tybalt, a volatile environment visually depicted through the atmosphere that this
area created. The audience had a great time moving from place to place, excited to witness
which familiar area had the ability to portray a pivotal scene from the play. Even some passers-by
were excited by the showcase, stopping in their tracks to watch the scenes unfold!

Other than set design, another thing that the audience greatly appreciated was the efforts
that our classmates put in to making the showcase such a huge success. Weeks and months
were put into the production of the showcase, and it showed tremendously through the costumes
and the props chosen, as well as the acting executed in the end. It was so exciting to watch our
classmates dressed as different characters and reciting the lines that they clearly put so much
time into memorising. The emotions they depicted through their portrayal of the characters was
thrilling to watch live, and the action sequences like intense sword-fighting and splashing cups of
water on each other were paramount in creating a compelling showcase. In fact, even the use of
music soundtracks to create the atmosphere needed was amazing to listen to! One group
managed to incorporate a Bollywood song into their Bollywood-themed adaptation, while another
group had a member play a haunting piano song for one of the scenes. So much thought and
effort were put into creating the best portrayal of the play, and the audience thoroughly enjoyed
every second!
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On acting in the literature showcase:
It was the second-to-last week of school, and our Mid Years had just ended. I had been
chosen to play Mercutio of Romeo and Juliet in our group’s dramatisation of his death scene.
I was, admittedly, nervous. I had no idea what to expect. I had not acted in two years, and
that last acting experience had not been great. I really enjoyed Literature, however, and was
determined not to let one assignment stain my perception of it. I wanted to do my character and
Shakespeare’s writing justice, and I would try my best to get there.
Our scene came with its unique set of challenges. Having two fight scenes and being filled
with emotionally heavy lines, the task seemed especially daunting to us as amateurs. Throughout
our rehearsals, we struggled with delivering convincing dialogue and planning interesting fight
choreography. The execution of the choreography, however, took the longest to nail down by far,
as we had to be consistently precise and fluid in our movements.
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On the day of our showcase, the atmosphere was palpable. The groups before us had
wowed the crowds with their acting abilities, and the enthusiasm had started building up. Having
chosen our showcase to be set at the outdoor portion of the Cafe, we would be on display to
everyone passing by. I thought my heart would beat out of my chest.
As soon as we began, however, we began to lose ourselves in our performance. Before
we knew it, we were bowing before the audience, staring up in amazement at the passers-by who
had gathered on the second floor to watch, as they had stopped in their tracks while heading to
class. Our rehearsals had paid off. The sheer rush we felt was unforgettable.
Before this, there had not been many opportunities for us to experience the thrills of
putting on a production like this. Especially after leaving aesthetics in IP2, our experiences of
performance had been very limited. After this experience, I realise how much of a tragedy this is.
Taking Literature as a subject, we come into contact with more art forms than most other
students do. We learn to appreciate the written language, and learn meaningful lessons about
humanity and the world in the process.
Performance art offers us new meaning in this sense. Being the performers for a
dramatisation such as ours offers new perspectives and fresh insight on the world that is different
from what can be gained by the audience. By trying to embody and bring to life characters that go
through things we would never experience in our own lives, we learn new levels of empathy. By
trying to convey the emotions of our character, by recalling our own emotions in similar situations,
we learn that certain themes and feelings are universal constants.

TEMASEK PRESS

4

Temasek Junior College

Tuesday, 21 May 2019

This is what Literature is all about.
I am grateful to have had this opportunity to deepen my appreciation for performance arts
(it really isn’t easy), and this reminder of why I chose to take Literature two years ago. Some
works are good in text, but magical in performance, and Shakespeare’s plays definitely fall into
that category. This was a truly inspiring experience, and I hope there will be more opportunities
for everyone to appreciate and experience dramatisation as we did.
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