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The college’s Chinese
Orchestra, or TJCO as they
are fondly referred to by many,
held its much-awaited annual
concert at the Singapore
Conference Hall in May 2018.
The concert, entitled Lumière,
featured the incredible talents
of the performers, who ranged
from IP3 to JC2. There is no
doubt that TJ houses an
astonishing number of musically talented students.
The concert started off with an energetic and light-hearted piece aptly named
“Aspirations”, which represents the optimistic attitude a young person possesses towards
his bright future ahead.
The concert also featured well-known pieces like the a segment from 细水长流, which
was performed in the piece “Liang Wern Fook Medley”. The medley was a compilation of
his Liang Wern Fook’s famous creations and was arranged by Tan Kah Yong.
Lumière showcased the talents of various individuals by incorporating a solo and a duet.
The solo, entitled “Storm Petrel” was performed by Lim Jun En. This piece contains many
fast notes and Jun En impressed the audience with his masterful execution of the piece.
Not only is Jun En a soloist in the Chinese Orchestra, he is also an accomplished
musician. He has obtained a Grade 8 in piano and also has Yangqin Diploma under his
belt.
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Loud cheers of encouragement welcomed each piece, which showed how successful the
concert was in garnering the support of the audience. Each piece was unique in its own
way and the whole concert definitely provided an opportunity for students, performers
and those in the audience alike, to destress.
In an interview, one of the performers involved in the concert acknowledged the hard
work of everyone in the orchestra, saying that they even “stayed back for sectionals after
school even if it is not compulsory for all”, displaying their passion for their PDP. Overall,
she felt “happy that everyone did a really good job to make the concert a big success”
and that “all [their] hard work had a good result.”
The PDP was formed in 1977 as one of the pioneer student groups, to provide a platform
for passionate musicians to learn and hone their skills in playing musical instruments.
Currently, they have not only held many successful performances but have also received
multiple awards in prestigious competitions, such as a Distinction award during the
Singapore Youth Festival Arts Presentation 2017.
TJCO is under the guidance of the teachers and their Conductor Mr Ng Seng Hong, a
homegrown musician who definitely stood out wearing a maroon tuxedo jacket during the
concert.
The repertoire featured a cross of pieces from different cultures which made the concert
truly special. Two emcees started the evening show by introducing the performances in
both English and Mandarin. Although all the musicians played traditional Chinese
instruments, that did not limit their song choices. A rendition of the English song “Rewrite
the Stars” from the Greatest Showman Soundtrack was also performed that night,
captivating the attention of the audience and certainly hyping them up.
TJCO’s 2018 Lumière concert successfully represented the vibrant Arts scene in our
school. To say that Lumière was a success would be an understatement.
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