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On Friday, 23 Feb 2018, the tense atmosphere in the Hall quickly turned into rounds of applause
as the names of the top achievers of the Class of 2017 were announced. Many of our seniors did
the College proud with not only their outstanding academic achievements, but also those who
were awarded the MOE Edusave Character Award (ECHA) and EAGLES Award. The stellar
results of these top achievers are certainly testament to the holistic Temasek Excellence model.

Students anticipating the collection of their ‘A’ Level results
Our principal, Mrs Low Ay Nar, proudly announced the various achievements that the Class Of
2017 have obtained, such as improvements in the number of 4H2 distinctions, highest average
number of distinctions per student, as well as being one of the few Junior Colleges in Singapore
with a mean University Admission Score (UAS) of at least 80, despite having one of the
‘weakest’ mean L1R5 in recent years. Several subjects - H1 and H2 English Literature, H2
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Chemistry and H2 Mathematics amongst others, have had significant gains in performance
across the board.
Temasek Press caught up with some students who reminisced about their journey in Temasek
Junior College. All of the students Temasek Press interviewed agreed that TJ has played an
important role in their lives.

Students collecting their School Graduation Certificates, higher education goodie bags and
Yearbooks from their Civics Tutors
“Out of all the schools that I have attended (Primary, Secondary & Junior College), TJ is the best
school that I have been to!” Elvis Teo CG 04/16 proudly said. He went on to obtain an almost
perfect score. Talisha Griesbach CG 20/16 and President of the 40th Students’ Council, had this
to say: “The teachers here are very caring, and they have made a positive impact on my life.
They really care about your well-being and genuinely want to bring out the best in you.”
As the students talked about the months leading up to the ‘A’ Level Examinations, many
admitted that it had been a struggle to cope with the rigour and demands of the examinations,
especially due to the need to cope with their studies and their other commitments. “I had two
PDPs1 and it was hard for me to cope with my school work. I was in the bottom 10% of the
cohort in JC1, and I had to make the decision to drop my external PDP,” Jared Tan CG 08/16
humbly remarked. Jared’s sacrifices have certainly paid off, as he scored almost straight As for
his ‘A’ Level Examinations.

1

PDP, or Personal Development Programme, is equivalent to the Co-Curricular Activity (CCA) Programme offered
in other schools in Singapore, in which students have to join a sport, performing arts or club/society PDP to ensure a
holistic education.
TEMASEK PRESS

2

Temasek Junior College

Friday, 23 February 2018

Talisha, who had faced a similar but less severe issue said that she had “only done the bare
minimum, which is studying for tests, doing tutorials and understanding lectures,” until she
stepped down from the Students’ Council in May. “After I stepped down, I started to do the TYS
(Ten-Year Series) and other schools’ papers.” She also added that “it is very possible for
someone to excel in their PDPs, and at the same time get good grades. Consistency is key!”
said Talisha, who obtained a perfect score.

Students catching up with their friends and talking about their good times spent in TJC
Despite the hardship faced by some students of the Class of 2017 on their tumultuous journey
towards the ‘A’ Level Examinations, some remarked that it is during these times that friendships
and memories had been forged. “I remember when I was struggling with work, and the teachers
would come to help me and give me extra guidance, which motivated me and gave me an extra
edge,” one student commented. Others shared that their most memorable experiences were
those spent with their friends, in which they had forged long-lasting friendships, for example,
through planning and executing the JC1 Orientation or even simple activities such as playing the
piano together under LT1.
On the day that the Class of 2017 were to collect their ‘A’ Level Examination results, most, if not
all, of the students had the same feelings of nervousness. Afterall, it was the fruit of their years of
labour - their blood, sweat and tears. Some students were worried that they would fall short of
their expectations and aspirations, especially due to the ‘A’ Level results of their older siblings
and other seniors, which resulted in some pressure to perform ‘just as well, if not better’. Even
though there was a mix of emotions on that day, when asked if they felt that they had made the
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right choice in coming to Temasek Junior College, all of them responded in unison, “Yes, we
have certainly made the right choice!”
Our tutors have also articulated their happiness and pride in the outstanding results that many
students have obtained. “I feel that this cohort has done themselves proud,” said Ms Shawn
Tan, a Chemistry tutor. She attributes the improvement in results to their hard work. “This cohort
is very different, and I really enjoyed teaching them,” she beamed.

Students who performed well in academic or holistic aspects were given due recognition
Temasek Press also asked our interviewees for some tips for their JC2 juniors. “Work hard and
don’t be too concerned about your current percentile, as things can change. When there’s a will,
there’s a way,” said Julian Foo CG 01/16 and Captain of Beta House, who also went on to score
more than 85 UAS. The other students also corroborated Julian’s statement.
“Do your best, and practise as much as possible, until you’re comfortable (with the demands of
the various components in the examinations).”
“Get feedback from tutors and friends regularly, understand concepts to the extent of being able
to teach your friends.”
“Have an ambitious vision, and fight for it. Seek help, especially from your tutors and friends. Be
tenacious. Be resilient. Be determined. All the best!”
Once again, congratulations, Class of 2017!
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